
Advanced Science & Technology Charter Schools  
Board Meeting Minutes 

Monday, February 24, 2020 @ 5:45 PM at 
 ASTEC Central Offices 

 
Board Members Present 
D. Murray, F. Hart, G. Chandler, A. Santiago, E. Parker, P. Nguyen 
 
Board Members Absent 
M. Jones 
 
Staff and Guests Present 
F. Deskin (CEO), S. Grimes (Superintendent), A. Schofield (Deputy Superintendent), Michelle 
Rowland, (Headmaster), C. Robinson (Facilities Director), and S. O’Neil (Board Clerk) 

 
1.   Call to Order  
 

D. Murray called a meeting of the Board of Directors of Advanced Science & Technology 
Education Charter Schools to order on Monday, February 24, 2020 @ 5:45 PM at the ASTEC 
Central Office conference room. 
 
The following students and staff were recognized by ASTEC’s Board of Directors. 
 
First Cities - Faculty Sponsor:  Karen Walker, Chris Schat, and Karissa Pacione 
 
Scholars:  Caden Blackmon-Williams, Ashley Lopez, Miranda Dominguez, Cinthya Ortiz, 
Enshy Ramirez, David Lopez, and Fabian Gomez 

Rowing Team - Faculty Sponsor (Coach) - Danny Porter 
 
High School Scholars:  
Josue Mejia, Jacob Lopez, Alan Alvarado, Amy Hernandez, Jeremy Alvarez, Julisa Jimenez, 
Alan Saucedo, Mauricio Aguilar, Manuel (Manny) Guzman, Ramon Fernandez, Marlene 
Avila, Alexis DeLeon, Abraham Serrano, Jacob Smith, Amy Lopez, Yasmin Becerra, Nick 
Mackey, Cynthia Esquivel, Alex Garcia, and Emmanuel Martinez  
 
Middle School Scholars: 
Alondra Mondragon, Carlos Gonzalez, Uriel Cardenas, Ramiro Rico, Nataly Lopez-Ramirez, 
Fabian Aguirre, Osvaldo Hernandez, Jesus Gonzalez, Luzwing Villagran, Ricardo Esquivel, 
Alberto Atayde, Jacki Magana, Jasmine Guerrero, and Ahilyn Marquez  
 
Acceleration Students -  Teacher - Kathi Myers  
 
Katie Huerta (promoted to 8th grade) Mayra Vega (promoted to 9th grade)  
Yonaton Barrios (promoted to 8th grade) Dania Ibarra (promoted to 9th grade)  
 



2019-2020 ASTEC Cheerleaders - Sponsors - Tania Kalb and Jori Solt 
 
Jandi Barrios, Rodrigo Castillo, Mia Juarez, Jade Juarez, Elva Parra, Wendy Sandoval, 
Zakoya Martinez 
 

Introductions 
 
Ms. Michelle Rowland, ASTEC Headmaster, was introduced to the Board by Dr. Deskin.  She comes 
to ASTEC from the Putnam City School district where she was an administrator for 23 years.  
 
Dr. Deskin introduced and gave background information on Mr. Art Schofield, ASTEC’s Deputy 
Superintendent.  Mr. Schofield has served in various capacities throughout his career in education 
including serving in the head of theAccreditation Department at the Oklahoma State Department of 
Education, a principal and a superintendent. 

 
2.  Minutes 
 

The minutes of the October 28, 2019, meeting were presented for discussion and approval by S. 
O’Neil, ASTEC Board Clerk/Secretary. 

 
a. E. Parker made a motion to approve the minutes from the October 28, 2019 meeting. 
b. F. Hart seconded the motion.  
c. D. Murray asked for any discussion 
d. There being no discussion, the board voted and unanimously approved the motion. 
 

3.  Financial Report 
 
Audit Report  
 

Chris Gullekson, accountant  Sanders, Bledsoe and Hewett Accounting Firm, presented the 
independent audit findings for ASTEC for the school year 2019.  ASTEC Charter Schools was 
issued a qualified opinion and no material deficiencies.  Mr. Gullekson said the overall 
documentation was very good.  There was only one small Activity Fund check that lacked adequate 
documentation. 
 
Expenses appeared to be greater than income.  However, that is because OSU, the school’s 
authorizer, submitted ASTEC’s June allocation late and it was received in the next fiscal year.  The 
more than $450K didn’t arrive until after July 1.  This caused an understatement in funds for the year 
2019 and an overstatement of funds for 2020.  Dr. Deskin noted that she has been in contact with 
OSU and they assured us a late payment will not happen moving forward. 
 
Mr. Gullekson also noted the school still maintained a strong fund balance at the end of the year.  He 
also added that the Activity Fund looked good and there were no issues. 
 

a. L. Parker made a motion to accept the 2019 audit as presented by Sanders, Bledsoe and 
Hewett. 

b. A. Santiago seconded the motion.  
c. D. Murray asked for any discussion 



d. There being no discussion, the  board voted and unanimously approved the motion. 
 
Sanders, Bledsoe and Hewett also provided the board with a letter of understanding that they would 
continue to be our auditor for the upcoming year (FY20).  

 
a. P. Nguyen made a motion to accept the audit from Sanders, Bledsoe and Hewett as 

ASTEC Charter Schools’ auditor for 2020. 
b. A. Santiago seconded the motion.  
c. D. Murray asked for any discussion 
d. After discussion, the board voted and unanimously accepted  the motion. 

 
Treasurer’s Report 

 
Mr. Schofield reviewed the three months’ financial statements with the Board.  Our year to date 
receipts through January, 2020 are $4,798131 and expenses are $4,221,427.  Investments total 
$975,704.  Activity Fund balance is $207,396. 
 

 
Budget Review 
 

Dr. Deskin reviewed the to date budget for FY20 as of January 31, 2020.  With 58% of the year 
complete, ASTEC has spent 54% of its budget and has received 63% of its budgeted revenue.  Since 
many expenses are expended in the fall, this is positive. 
 
The Board reviewed the list of PO’s and associated expenses for October, November, December, 
and January. 

 
a. P. Nguyen made a motion to approve the October, November, December, January 

financials which includes the Treasurer’s Report. 
b. F. Hart seconded the motion.  
c. D. Murray asked for any discussion 
d. After discussion, the board voted and unanimously approved the motion. 
 

4.  Old Business 
 

Elementary School Update 
 

Dr. Deskin introduced Mr. Chris Robinson, ASTEC’s Facilities Director.  Mr. Robinson’s 
background includes extensive oversight in various construction projects.  He supervised the 
construction of multiple health complexes here in the Oklahoma City area before coming to 
ASTEC.  
 
C. Robinson shared a hand-out with the board members and gave the status of the construction of 
the new elementary school.  His focus is on three main items at this point: (1) current progress of 
the project; (2) the three week projected forecast; and, (3) proposed change orders. 
 
The DEQ report came back stating that the soil was slightly over the recommended levels and 
that a vapor barrier system would need to be in place.  A vapor mitigation system was then 



planned and will be installed.  There were four additional areas on the property that would need 
attention as well and it was determined that these areas would be covered by blacktop and that 
would solve any ground water issues. These areas are where the future middle and high school 
will be. 

 
C. Robinson explained that Miller-Tippens wanted to add an additional 40 days to the project 
timeline.  This was not acceptable due to the fact the school must start in late August.  C. 
Robinson will be meeting with Miller-Tippens and FSB to discuss any delays in the timeline.  It 
was also determined that the school could start without the cafetorium and kitchen being 
completed.  F. Deskin met with our current food service vendor and they can serve students 
directly in their classrooms. 
 
It was suggested by a member of the ASTEC Fund Board, that we start the city fire marshall 
touring through the property early so they will know about our tight timeline.  Having these folks 
involved helps the process move more quickly when it comes time for occupation.  
 
C. Robinson reviewed each of the seven change orders.  All of the orders have been approved 
with the exception of number six.  Change order #6 will need to be negotiated due to the civil 
engineer’s lack of planning for a sanitary sewer to the kitchen.  Miller-Tippens added additional 
conditions and we are going to need to discuss any costs the school will have to cover due to the 
civil engineer’s oversight. 
 
Dr. Deskin, C. Robinson and the elementary headmaster meet regularly with the architects and 
construction company . 

 
Updated Agreement 

 
ASTEC attorney Bart Boren has asked that the agreement with the lender be slightly 
modified for clarity.  
 

      Mr. Boren asked that the board approve the modified agreement. 
 

a. F. Hart made a motion, subject to the review of the modifications by J. Hatfield 
and Bart Boren, to amend the original verbiage. The amendment was shared with 
the board. 

b. E. Parker seconded the motion. 
c. D. Murray called for any further discussion. 
d. After discussion, the board approved the motion unanimously. 

 
5.  New Business 
 

The 2019/2020 school year calendar was presented to the Board.  Dr. Deskin  reminded the board that 
ASTEC operates by school hours and not by days of instruction.  Dr. Deskin noted that the only 
significant change might be a change in the date the 2020 high school graduation ceremonies due to a 
conflict with Oklahoma City Community College booking schedule.  
  



a. E. Parker made a motion to to approve the 2019/2020 school calendar with the confirmation of 
the graduation date. 

b. C. Goldsby seconded the motion.  
c. D. Murray called for discussion. 
d. After discussion, the board unanimously approved the motion. 

 
 
 
School Activities 
 

S. O’Neil invited the Board members to review the school’s activities on the handout provided.  She 
pointed out the upcoming Art and Chocolate Festival, the Choir Concert, Prom, and Graduation 
events.  Ms. O’Neil also reminded everyone about the annual Yearbook Angel project that provides 
ASTEC seniors a yearbook. 

 
Other Discussion Items 
 
None 

 
5.  Adjourn Meeting 

a. A. Santiago made a motion to adjourn the board meeting at 7:43 p.m.  
b. E. Parker seconded the motion. 
c. The Board voted and unanimously approved the motion and the board adjourned. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 
Sherri O’Neil 
ASTEC Board Clerk 


