
ASTEC Middle School English

Prerequisite: The successful completion of fifth grade English

The curriculum for Sixth Grade English provides the fundamental skills needed 
to prepare students for success in later English courses and on the Sixth Grade 
Reading State Benchmark Exam. In this course students will:

• Strengthen abilities to write clearly and grammatically and to increase the 
effective use of style.

• Read, comprehend, and respond to a variety of genres, styles, and forms of 
literature.

• Analyze the structures, styles, themes, and figurative language in literary 
works (including novels, poetry, short stories, fables, folk-tales, and mythology).

• Use the Schaffer Writing Method to create effective paragraphs and essays.
• Create well formulated and articulated responses to a variety of writing 

prompts.
• Develop understanding and use of new vocabulary.
• Improve communication skills through many classroom discussions and 

   multimedia presentations.

• Work collaboratively on a variety of literary-based projects. 

SIXTH GRADE ENGLISH 

Prerequisite: completion of sixth grade English

Seventh grade English curriculum provides the fundamental skills needed 
to prepare students for success in later English courses and on the State 
Benchmarks and CRTs. In this course students will:

• Strengthen abilities to write clearly, concisely, and grammatically.
• Read, comprehend, and respond to a variety of other literary genres, styles, 

and forms of literature.
• Analyze and evaluate the structures, styles, themes, and historical contexts 

of literary works (including Diary of a Young Girl, Anne Frank, Call of the Wild, 
and Cyrano de Bergerac.

• Compose essays and other writings for specific audiences and purposes.
• Use the Schaffer Writing Method to create effective multi-paragraph essays.
• Create well formulated and articulate responses to a variety of writing 

prompts.
• Work collaboratively on several diverse projects develop a more thorough 

and diverse vocabulary and use expanded vocabulary effectively.
• Improve communication skills through classroom discussions, multimedia 

presentations, oral presentations, and oral summaries. 

SEVENTH GRADE ENGLISH

Prerequisite: Completion of seventh grade English

The curriculum for 8th grade English provides the fundamental skills 
needed to prepare students for success in later English courses and state 
Benchmark testing. In this course students will:

• Explore elements of fiction and nonfiction through use of literary devices 
including figurative language, sound devices, theme, and style.

• Examine Drama (including Shakespeare’s Midsummer Night’s Dream.)
• Discover and write various forms of poetry.
• Study new vocabulary using root words, context clues, word origin, and 

morphemes.
• Investigate and practice strategies for improving writing and reading skills 

for different purposes and audiences.
• Research through the use of the internet, library, and interviews in order 

to create a research project.
• Work collaboratively on projects and presentations.
• Analyze and evaluate various works of literature through the study of 

cultural and historical context (including A Christmas Carol).
• Identify and analyze angles cut by a transversal. 

EIGHTH GRADE ENGLISH




