
Advanced Science & Technology Charter Schools  
Board Meeting Minutes 

Monday, April 27, 2020 @ 5:45 PM at 
Via Video Conferencing as Approved by the Oklahoma State Department of Education 

 
Board Members Present 
D. Murray, F. Hart, G. Chandler, A. Santiago, E. Parker, P. Nguyen, M. Jones 
 
Board Members Absent 
N/A 
 
Staff and Guests Present 
F. Deskin (CEO), S. Grimes (Superintendent), A. Schofield (Deputy Superintendent), Michelle 
Rowland, (Headmaster), and S. O’Neil (Board Clerk) 

 
1.   Call to Order  
 

D. Murray called a meeting of the Board of Directors of Advanced Science & Technology 
Education Charter Schools to order on Monday, April 27, 2020 @ 5:51 PM via video 
conferencing. 

 
2.  Minutes 
 

The minutes of the February 24, 2020, meeting were presented for discussion and approval by S. 
O’Neil, ASTEC Board Clerk/Secretary. 
 

a. E. Parker made a motion to approve the minutes from the February 24, 2020 
meeting. 

b. P. Nguyen seconded the motion.  
c. D. Murray asked for any discussion 
d. There being no discussion, the board voted and unanimously approved the 

motion. 
 

3.  Financial Report 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
 
Mr. Schofield reviewed the two months’ financial statements with the Board.  Our year to date 
receipts through March, 2020 are $6,135,204 and expenses are $5,305,296.  Investments total 
$976,606.  Activity Fund balance is $208,047. 
 

Budget Review 
 

Dr. Deskin reviewed the budget for FY20 as of March 31.  With 75% of the year complete, ASTEC 
has spent 67% of its budget and has received 76% of its budgeted revenue.  Since many expenses are 
expended in the fall, this is positive. 
 



 
 
The Board reviewed the payroll and the list of PO’s and associated expenses for February and 
March, 2020. 
 

a. M. Jones made a motion to approve the February and March financials which 
include the Treasurer’s Report. 

b. E. Parker seconded the motion.  
c. D. Murray asked for any discussion 
d. After discussion, the board voted and unanimously approved the motion. 

 
Treasurer’s Contract for FY21 

 
Angel, Johnston, and Blasingame provided the board with a new contract for services for the 
upcoming school year.  Mr. Grimes commented that this company has done a great job in getting the 
financials prepared and to the school in a timely manner. 
 

a. G. Chandler made a motion to accept the contract from Angel, Johnston, 
Blasingame as the ASTEC Treasurer for the upcoming year FY21. 

b. M. Jones seconded the motion.  
c. D. Murray asked for any discussion 
d. After discussion, the board voted and unanimously approved the motion. 

 
4.  Old Business 

 
Elementary School Update 

 
Dr. Deskin explained to the Board the new elementary school was moving along and taking 
shape.  Most of the furniture and equipment has been ordered.  Student enrollment was going 
well and almost half of all the faculty has been hired.  Dr. Deskin said the new Elementary 
Headmaster, Bridgett O’Connor, was an outstanding hire and was doing well with the 
planning and implementation of the new school. 

 
5.  New Business 

 
Update on Virtual Learning 
 

Dr. Deskin reported that ASTEC was well ahead of most schools when it comes to virtual learning. 
Planning started back in early February when the school’s entire student base was surveyed to 
determine their needs should a “stay in place” order be issued.  Faculty and staff meetings are being 
held using Google Hangout and seemed to be going well.  ASTEC handed out over 250 
Chromebooks for students who did not have equipment to learn from home.  The school also helped 
students work with various Internet carriers to get free or low cost wifi.  To date, there are only four 
students who could not get access to the Internet.  These students are picking up paper assignments 
each week.  95% of ASTEC’s student base is using virtual learning. 

 
 
 



 
Application for Temporary Appropriations 
 

Mr. Grimes presented the Application for Temporary Appropriations.  This document is submitted to 
the Oklahoma County Excise Board each year to request appropriations for the upcoming school 
year.  Our temporary appropriations for FY21 will be $9,032,003.16.  Appropriations have to be 
shared with the board annually. These appropriations are generated using our current year 
expenditures. The appropriations presented will only be used until the annual Estimate of Needs are 
prepared over the summer by the auditors. 

 
a. E. Parker made a motion to accept the Application for Temporary Appropriations 

for the FY21 school year. 
b. P. Nguyen seconded the motion.  
c. D. Murray asked for any discussion 
d. After discussion, the board voted and unanimously approved the motion. 

 
School Calendar 
 

The 2020/2021 school year calendar was presented to the Board.  Dr. Deskin reminded the board 
that ASTEC operates by school hours and not by days of instruction.  She noted the only significant 
change might be the date of the 2021 high school graduation ceremonies due to scheduling with 
OCCC. 

a. P. Nguyen made a motion to approve the 2020/20221 school calendar  
b. F. Hart seconded the motion.  
c. D. Murray called for discussion. 
d. There being no discussion, the board voted and unanimously approved the 

motion. 
 
Days to Hours for FY21 
 

Mr. Grimes explained to the board that ASTEC Schools has the option of counting hours versus 
school days to create the annual school calendar.  Students are required to have at least 1080 hours 
of instruction each year.  The school’s intent on using hours vs. days must be approved annually by 
the board. 

a. E. Parker made the motion for ASTEC Schools to continue to use hours vs. days 
for the 2020/2021 school year. 

b. M. Jones seconded the motion. 
c. D. Murray asked for any discussion 
d. There being no discussion, the board voted and unanimously approved the 

motion. 
 
School Activities 
 
S. O’Neil told the Board members that ASTEC would be doing something special for Teacher 
Appreciation Week.  Dr. Deskin has come up with a plan to honor our teachers using social distancing. 
We will also recognize our Teachers’ of the Year for both the high school and middle school and hand 
out years of service pins to those employees who have worked for ASTEC 3, 5, 10 and 20 years. 
 



Dr. Deskin explained that the student awards would be done virtually this year.  
 
Other Discussion Items 
 

ASTEC has a loan in place from PITSCO, Inc., for new science labs.  The loan repayment schedule 
needed to be adjusted to start the payments at a later date in 2020.  Therefore, the loan documents 
have to be presented and amended to reflect this change to the Board. 
 

a. F. Hart made the motion for ASTEC to amend the original loan agreement with 
PITSCO, Inc., to reflect the new repayment schedule. 

b. M. Jones seconded the motion. 
c. D. Murray asked for any discussion 
d. There being no discussion, the board voted and unanimously approved the 

motion. 
  

5.  Adjourn Meeting 
a. E. Parker made a motion to adjourn the board meeting at 6:51 p.m.  
b. F. Hart seconded the motion. 
c. The Board voted and unanimously approved the motion and the board adjourned. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 
Sherri O’Neil 
ASTEC Board Clerk 


